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tempting to suspend the Constitution of 1946. After three
days of bloody rioting he was overthrown and imprisoned.
His loyal supporters defended him to the last behind barri-
cades in the presidencies. The scales were tipped against
him when the national police obeyed the orders of the
Assembly which had decreed his deposition. The Vice-
President, Alcibiades Arosemena, was sworn in as Presi-
dent of the Republic on May 9, 1951.
The national police, whose intervention was decisive in
the May uprising in 1951, always constitute the imponder-
able equation in Panamanian politics. They are the only
organized armed force in the nation. Their leader, Colonel
Jos6 Antonio Rem6n, is a shrewd, silent man who prefers
to exercise his enormous influence behind the scene. No
regime of the past ten years has been able to hold power
without his support, and he has not hesitated to shift his
support as he has sensed changing tides of popular opinion.
The revolution in the spring of 1951 proved once again
the basic instability of the executive power in Panama.
No nation has been more attracted to the Latin American
concept of the "Divine Right of Revolution." The stress
and strain of conflicting personalities and the divisive
force of factionalism must always be taken into consid-
eration in attempting to appraise the isthmian republic.
There is no reason to suppose that the future will not be
completely normal in this respect. Political instability is
essentially a domestic concern, however. Successive gov-
erments have made relatively few radical changes in for-
eign policy the past few years. That is why Panama's sister
republics have usually taken a calm view of the rise and
fall of factions, parties, and men.
The shaky nature of Panama's economy and failure to
solve problems arising from it were major factors in dis-
crediting both Arnulfo Arias and the preceding Diaz-